
Unit Overview 

Content Area: 

Art 

Unit Title: 

Using art to discuss the world around us 

Grade Level: 

1 

Unit Summary: 

This unit is not intended to be taught all at once.  Instead,  it will be introduced into all lessons 

as a theme.  First grade students will build on the basic art history that they learned in 

Kindergarten, while adding new skills and ideas.  They will continue to acquire new art 

vocabulary, while gaining new fluency with their existing art vocabulary.  The teacher may 

choose to introduce artists of a wide-range of historical periods and movements, as well as well 

as create new cross-curricular tie-ins using art vocabulary and terms. 

Learning Targets 

Common Core Standards: 

1.1.2 .D.1 The basic elements of art and principles of design govern art creation and 

composition. 

1.1.2 .D.2 Recognizing the elements of art and principles of design in artworks of known and 

emerging artists, as well as peers, is an initial step toward visual literacy. 

1.2.2.A.1 Dance, music, theatre, and visual artwork from diverse cultures and historical eras 

have distinct characteristics and common themes that are revealed by contextual clues within 

the works of art. 

1.2.2.A.2  The function and purpose of art-making across cultures is a reflection of societal 

values and beliefs. 

1.3.2.D.1 Create two- and three-dimensional works of art using the basic elements of color, 

line, shape, form, texture, and space, as well as a variety of art mediums and application 

methods. 

1.3.2.D2 Use symbols to create personal works of art based on selected age-appropriate 

themes, using oral stories as a basis for pictorial representation. 

1.3.2.D3 Employ basic verbal and visual art vocabulary to demonstrate knowledge of the 

materials, tools, and methodologies used to create and tell visual stories. 

1.3.2.D.4 Explore the use of a wide array of art mediums and select tools that are appropriate 

to the production of works of art in a variety of art media. 

1.3.2.D.5 Create works of art that are based on observations of the physical world and that 

illustrate how art is part of everyday life, using a variety of art mediums and art media. 

1.4.2.A1 Identify aesthetic qualities of exemplary works of art in dance, music, theatre, and 

visual art, and identify characteristics of the artists who created them (e.g., gender, age, 

absence or presence of training, style, etc.). 

1.4.2.A.2 Compare and contrast culturally and historically diverse works of dance, music, 

theatre, and visual art that evoke emotion and that communicate cultural meaning. 

1.4.2.A.3 Use imagination to create a story based on an arts experience that communicated an 

emotion or feeling, and tell the story through each of the four arts disciplines (dance, music, 



theatre, and visual art). 

1.4.2.A.4 Distinguish patterns in nature found in works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

1.4.2.B.1 Relative merits of works of art can be qualitatively and quantitatively assessed using 

observable criteria. 

1.4.2.B.2 Constructive criticism is an important evaluative tool that enables artists to 

communicate more effectively. 

1.4.2.B.3 Contextual clues are embedded in works of art and provide insight into artistic intent. 

Unit Essential Questions: 

Where do we see the elements of art around 

us? 

 

What words can we use to discuss a work of 

art? 

 

 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

 The elements of art can help us discuss the 

world around us whether or not we are 

describing art. 

We can use the elements of art, as well as 

direction words to describe a  

Unit Learning Targets: 

SWBAT assess the elements of art and how they are used in a work of art 

SWBAT create artworks that emphasize specific elements of art 

SWBAT discuss works of art using art vocabulary  

Evidence of Learning 

Assessments: grading rubric, class discussion, group critique, testing, concept checks 

Lesson Plans 

Concept Suggested Activity 

Using the elements of art Creating works of art that emphasize the 

elements and principles  

Assessment of works of art In-class critiques, writing, vocabulary building 

Discussion of art Vocabulary building activities, creation of art 

using specific vocabulary concepts 

Additional Resources 

Student Resources: 

 

Teacher Resources: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unit Overview 

Content Area: 

Art 

Unit Title: 

Line 

Grade Level: 

1 

Unit Summary: 

In first grade, students will be increasingly able to use line to create more complex works of art.  

Students will explore how line is used to create more complex patterns.  They will continue to 

use line to show motion.  Students will be expected to be able to work fluently with a larger 

variety of lines and categories of line.   

 

Learning Targets 

Common Core Standards: 

1.1.2 .D.1 The basic elements of art and principles of design govern art creation and 

composition. 

1.1.2 .D.2 Recognizing the elements of art and principles of design in artworks of known and 

emerging artists, as well as peers, is an initial step toward visual literacy. 

1.3.2.D.1 Create two- and three-dimensional works of art using the basic elements of color, 

line, shape, form, texture, and space, as well as a variety of art mediums and application 

methods 

1.3.2.D3 Employ basic verbal and visual art vocabulary to demonstrate knowledge of the 

materials, tools, and methodologies used to create and tell visual stories. 

1.3.2.D.4 Explore the use of a wide array of art mediums and select tools that are appropriate 

to the production of works of art in a variety of art media. 

1.3.2.D.5 Create works of art that are based on observations of the physical world and that 

illustrate how art is part of everyday life, using a variety of art mediums and art media. 

1.4.2.A.4 Distinguish patterns in nature found in works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

 

Unit Essential Questions: 

What is a line? 

 

What are the different kinds of line? 

How can line show action? 

 

 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

Lines are marks made in art to create shapes, 

mark outlines, denote value,  and show 

motion 

Lines have width, direction and length.   

Lines and repeated lines can indicate that 

something has moved or in which direction it 

has moved.   

Unit Learning Targets: 

SWBAT Categorize  different types of lines 

SWBAT Create patterns through the use of different lines 

SWBAT Illustrate how line can show action 

 



Evidence of Learning 

Assessments: grading rubric, class discussion, group critique, testing, concept checks 

 

Lesson Plans 

Concept  Suggested Activity 

Line variety Line Landscape, Patterns,  

Lines showing motion Action painting 

Creating Pattern 

 

Cultural designs 

Additional Resources 

Student Resources: 

 

Teacher Resources: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unit Overview 

Content Area: 

Art 

Unit Title: 

Color 

Grade Level: 

1 

Unit Summary: 

First Grade  students will expand on their knowledge of color and color theory.   They will begin 

to work with analogous colors, tints, shades, and gradations.  First grade students will be 

introduced to warm and cool colors.  They also will become more comfortable with the color 

wheel. 

 

Learning Targets 

Common Core Standards: 

1.1.2 .D.1 The basic elements of art and principles of design govern art creation and 

composition. 

1.1.2 .D.2 Recognizing the elements of art and principles of design in artworks of known and 

emerging artists, as well as peers, is an initial step toward visual literacy. 

1.3.2.D.1 Create two- and three-dimensional works of art using the basic elements of color, 

line, shape, form, texture, and space, as well as a variety of art mediums and application 

methods 

1.3.2.D3 Employ basic verbal and visual art vocabulary to demonstrate knowledge of the 

materials, tools, and methodologies used to create and tell visual stories. 

1.3.2.D.4 Explore the use of a wide array of art mediums and select tools that are appropriate 

to the production of works of art in a variety of art media. 

1.3.2.D.5 Create works of art that are based on observations of the physical world and that 

illustrate how art is part of everyday life, using a variety of art mediums and art media. 

1.4.2.A.4 Distinguish patterns in nature found in works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

Unit Essential Questions: 

What are primary colors? 

What are secondary colors? 

What makes primary colors special? 

What is the color wheel? 

 

What are tints and shades? 

 

What is a gradation? 

 

What are warm colors? 

What are cool colors? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

Primary colors are red, yellow, and blue. 

Secondary colors are green, orange, and violet. 

Primary colors cannot be mixed. 

The color wheel is a way of organizing colors and 

their relationships. 

Tints are created by mixing white, Shades, by 

mixing black. 

A gradation is when colors fade from one tone to 

another. 

Warm colors are red, orange,  and yellow. 

Cool colors are green, blue, and violet. 

Unit Learning Targets: 

SWBAT Identify primary and secondary colors 

SWBAT identify that primary colors cannot be mixed 

SWBAT create secondary colors by mixing primary colors 



SWBAT identify colors and relationships on the color wheel 

SWBAT create tints and shades using black and white 

SWBAT identify that colors can fade from light to dark  

SWBAT demonstrate that warm colors are red, yellow and blue, and cool colors are blue, green, and 

violet 

Evidence of Learning 

Assessments: grading rubric, class discussion, group critique, testing, concept checks 

 

Lesson Plans 

Lesson Timeframe 

Primary colors 

 

Experimentation with color, color mixing 

Secondary colors 

 

Experimentation with color, color mixing 

Neutral colors Color mixing, tints and shades 

Tints and Shades 

 

Creating colors, color mixing, gradations 

Warm/Cool Paper cutting, coloring, paint mixing 

Additional Resources 

Student Resources: 

 

Teacher Resources: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unit Overview 

Content Area: 

Art  

Unit Title: 

Space 

Grade Level: 

1 

Unit Summary: 

First graders will continue to explore how space is used in artistic compositions.  They will create their 

own artworks with a careful eye on how elements are arranged.  Students will also continue to explore 3 

dimensional spaces. 

 

Learning Targets 

Common Core Standards: 

1.1.2 .D.1 The basic elements of art and principles of design govern art creation 
and composition. 

1.1.2 .D.2 Recognizing the elements of art and principles of design in artworks of 
known and emerging artists, as well as peers, is an initial step toward visual 
literacy. 

1.3.2.D.1 Create two- and three-dimensional works of art using the basic elements 
of color, line, shape, form, texture, and space, as well as a variety of art mediums 

and application methods 

1.3.2.D3 Employ basic verbal and visual art vocabulary to demonstrate knowledge 
of the materials, tools, and methodologies used to create and tell visual stories. 

1.3.2.D.4 Explore the use of a wide array of art mediums and select tools that are 
appropriate to the production of works of art in a variety of art media. 

1.3.2.D.5 Create works of art that are based on observations of the physical world 
and that illustrate how art is part of everyday life, using a variety of art mediums 
and art media. 

1.4.2.A.4 Distinguish patterns in nature found in works of dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art. 
 

Unit Essential Questions: 

What is space? 

 

How are pictures divided? 

 

What is the difference between 2D and 3d? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

Space is the way that environments and objects 

are represented in art. 

Compositions can be divided using the elements of 

art. 

 2d Objects don’t occupy real space.  3D ones do 

Unit Learning Targets: 

SWBAT demonstrate that space is the area inside and around shapes 

SWBAT identify that space in a composition can be divided by the elements of art. 

SWBAT recognize that 3D objects occupy real space 

SWBAT create objects with length and width 

 

Evidence of Learning 

Assessments: grading rubric, class discussion, group critique, testing, concept checks 

 



Lesson Plans 

Concept Suggested Activity 

Composition 

 

Discussing the way artists arrange objects in art 

2d/3d 

 

Sculpture 

Additional Resources 

Student Resources: 

 

Teacher Resources: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unit Overview 

Content Area: 

Art 

Unit Title: 

Shape and Form 

Grade Level: 

1 

Unit Summary: 

Students will continue to explore shape and form’s roles in art.  Students will be able to create an array 

of patterns.  They will begin to explore space on two dimensional and three dimensional planes by 

experimenting with overlapping, scale and depth.   

Learning Targets 

Common Core Standards: 

1.1.2 .D.1 The basic elements of art and principles of design govern art creation 
and composition. 

1.1.2 .D.2 Recognizing the elements of art and principles of design in artworks of 
known and emerging artists, as well as peers, is an initial step toward visual 
literacy. 

1.3.2.D.1 Create two- and three-dimensional works of art using the basic elements 
of color, line, shape, form, texture, and space, as well as a variety of art mediums 

and application methods 

1.3.2.D3 Employ basic verbal and visual art vocabulary to demonstrate knowledge 
of the materials, tools, and methodologies used to create and tell visual stories. 

1.3.2.D.4 Explore the use of a wide array of art mediums and select tools that are 
appropriate to the production of works of art in a variety of art media. 

1.3.2.D.5 Create works of art that are based on observations of the physical world 
and that illustrate how art is part of everyday life, using a variety of art mediums 

and art media. 
1.4.2.A.4 Distinguish patterns in nature found in works of dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art. 
 

Unit Essential Questions: 

What is a shape? 

 

What are the different kinds of shapes? 

 

Are all shapes the same? 

What is a pattern? 

What is overlapping? 

Why is overlapping important? 

 

Why is the size of shapes important? 

 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

Shapes are created by areas of color or 

intersecting lines. 

Shapes can be categorized as organic or geometric. 

 

Shapes can vary in size. 

Pattern is the repetition of shapes. 

Overlapping is when one shape covers another. 

Overlapping can show how objects are arranged in 

space. 

The size of shapes can show how they arranged in 

space. 

Unit Learning Targets: 

SWBAT recognize that squares, circles, rectangles, triangles and ovals are geometric shapes. 

SWBAT recognize that freeform or organic shapes have no names and definitive outlines but still are 

shapes. 



SWBAT demonstrate that shapes and forms can vary in size. 

SWBAT recognize that shapes are 2 dimensional. 

SWBAT demonstrate that shapes can be created by lines and or color 

SWBAT deduce that repetition of shapes or forms creates a pattern. 

SWBAT Illustrate that shapes can overlap. 

Evidence of Learning 

Assessments: grading rubric, class discussion, group critique, testing, concept checks 

 

Lesson Plans 

Lesson Suggested Activities 

Organic vs. Geometric shapes Pattern making, Drawing from life 

Pattern 

 

Cultural patterns, science patterns 

Varying size/ Scale 

 

Aerial perspective, identification in life 

Overlapping Collage 

Creating Depth Landscape, Discussion works 

Additional Resources 

Student Resources: 

 

Teacher Resources: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unit Overview 

Content Area: 

Art 

Unit Title: 

Texture 

Grade Level: 

1 

Unit Summary: 

First graders will begin to be able to create simulated textures, while continuing to develop their use of 

actual textures. The will now be able to describe and create the textures of three dimensional objects on 

two dimensional surfaces in a very basic way.   

Learning Targets 

Common Core Standards: 

1.1.2 .D.1 The basic elements of art and principles of design govern art creation 
and composition. 

1.1.2 .D.2 Recognizing the elements of art and principles of design in artworks of 
known and emerging artists, as well as peers, is an initial step toward visual 
literacy. 

1.3.2.D.1 Create two- and three-dimensional works of art using the basic elements 
of color, line, shape, form, texture, and space, as well as a variety of art mediums 

and application methods 

1.3.2.D3 Employ basic verbal and visual art vocabulary to demonstrate knowledge 
of the materials, tools, and methodologies used to create and tell visual stories. 

1.3.2.D.4 Explore the use of a wide array of art mediums and select tools that are 
appropriate to the production of works of art in a variety of art media. 

1.3.2.D.5 Create works of art that are based on observations of the physical world 
and that illustrate how art is part of everyday life, using a variety of art mediums 

and art media. 
1.4.2.A.4 Distinguish patterns in nature found in works of dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art. 
Unit Essential Questions: 

What is texture? 

How is texture created? 

 

 

How can we simulate textures on a flat surface? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

Texture is how something feels. 

Texture can be shown through various marks on 

2d surfaces or by creating differences in materials 

on 3d surfaces. 

Textures can be simulated using line and shape. 

Unit Learning Targets: 

SWBAT recognize that they way something feels can be represented on a flat surface.(Simulated texture) 

SWBAT create a variety of textures in 3 dimensions. (Actual texture) 

SWBAT identify a variety of textures in real life 

SWBAT develop texture using line and shape 

SWBAT increase interest in a composition by using texture 

Evidence of Learning 

Assessments: grading rubric, class discussion, group critique, testing, concept checks 

 

Lesson Plans 

Lesson Suggested Activity 



Simulated texture 

 

Texture rubbings, adding texture to images 

Actual texture 

 

Pottery, impressions using clay or foam 

Additional Resources 

Student Resources: 

 

Teacher Resources: 

 

 


